LETTER FROM  COURT

such case you and our servants at Fort St. George will have the less difficulty
to provide cargos for the six ships proceeding thither this season, but as in the
present unhappy situation of a French war many circumstances may frustrate
your best intentions, we can only recommend it to you, in concert with our
other Presidencys, to use your best endeavours that they may be all returned
to us as early in the same season they arrive as possible; the places from
whence they are to be laden and the times of thek dispatch must likewise
be left to your prudence and determined upon according to circumstances.
28.    Should through any unforeseen events one or more of our ships be
prevented from returning home the same season, you are, in concert with our
other Presidencys, to employ them in such a manner as will be best for the
Company's interest, having a  particular regard to thek earning as much
towards defraying the charge of their demorage as possible, the rate of which
you will observe by the charterparty to be extremely heavy in time of war.
29.   The beforegoing directions and recommendations to be extended to
the assistance of Bombay Presidency  with   respect   to  the   ships   consigned
thither, so as that their return likewise the same season may so far as depends
upon you [be] facilitated, or those detained in India employed to the best
advantage.
30.   With the assistance of saltpetre we are in hope every ship will have
her charterparty tonnage laden and, rather than any should be detained in
India for another season, we would have them dispatched accordingly with
the charterparty tonnage only, but if you can load a further quantity of
goods [on] each ship it will be more acceptable; provided it does not prevent
the dispatch of any other, and that such surplus tonnage does not render the
ship unfit in any degree from defending herself properly in case of being
attacked by the enemy.
31.    The Deputy Governour and Council at Fort Marlborough are directed
to give the Falmouth her charterparty tonnage with  the usual additional
quantity for wastage ; a[nd] with respect to surplus tonnage she is to have as large
a quantity as can be spaired consistendy with the reserve to be made for a ship
either from you or Fort St. George, which reserve is not to exceed two hundred
and fifty tons; but if they shall have certain advice that no ship will be sent to
them as aforesaid, in such case they are to give the Falmouth as full a loading
as she can take in without being pestered and any way rendered incapable of
defence in case of being attacked.   As the Deputy Governour and Council
are in a great measure to be guided by the advices they receive from Fort
St. George or Bengal, and that they are in the meantime to give you an account
of the pepper they have reason to expect every season, you are to concert the
necessary measures with the Presidency of Fort St. George for a ship's pro-
ceeding accordingly from one or the other setdement to the West Coast, or
if one of our Europe ships does not go thither, that as early advice be given
thereof as may be, that the Falmouth may have a loading accordingly.
32.    The quantity of saltpetre to be laden on every ship is to be as much
as can be taken in consistently with the beforementioned circumstances of not
preventing thereby the dispatch of others, or being rendered incapable of a
1 proper defence in case of an attack.
33.    The return of all our expected shipping the last season from the